Dear Great Souls,

Tim & I just returned from a stay in Rishikesh during which we visited our dear friends Patrick and Shahla at Mother Miracle School All in all, a treasured time once again in a city very dear to our hearts. Enjoy the photos! Here is the direct Link to our photo album:

http://picasaweb.google.com/IndiaYogi108/MotherMiracleSchool#
<http://picasaweb.google.com/IndiaYogi108/MotherMiracleSchool> . 

As many of you know, they have recently moved into a new place just a 15 minute walk from the previous location. It consists of six buildings which provide for four regular classrooms, a large computer classroom, an office, music room and a kitchen. There is also a large outdoor area for 6 outdoor classes. The place is “compound-style” enclosed by brick walls. The grounds are not as extensive as the previous location, but still very nice and the children are looking forward to gardening. 

This has been a tremendous time of transition with the move and new children coming to the school. Also they have had challenges getting money from donations into the country, and some people have had to discontinue their sponsorship because ~~ as we all know ~~ these are challenging economic times. But Patrick, Shahla and the older boys have been enthusiastically renovating and making the property acceptable for the children. However, even deciding how much to spend on paint can be an issue. On the very day they decided to get the better quality paint, Tim & I were visiting when three western women came by the school. They said they had heard about the school (no one knows how) and wanted to see it for themselves. Patrick showed them around the classrooms and construction areas. They probably stayed about 20 minutes. As they left, they put a fair amount of rupees in Patrick’s pockets ~~ enough, it turned out, to pay for the paint. Divine Mother’s blessings always.

The school currently has 288 children enrolled and crowds (literally) form on testing day as more and more children try to gain entrance to this bit of promise in the “slums.” The area they are in now is known as the slums, but it seems fine to Tim & me. It’s actually cleaner than a lot of places we see in India! Some parents are so desperate to have their children enrolled that if they don’t pass the test to get in they send their child back the same day in different clothes! Shahla peers at them, ‘Weren’t you here earlier?” They have lost a few children because the distance is too much for some of them, but one of my favorite stories is of Keshant. I call him “the little meditator” and he was in a previous slideshow of ours.

One day Patrick and Shahla were on their way to the new school on their motor scooter when they spotted Keshant marching down the very busy main street all by himself (he is four years old) with books in his arms.

Shahla, “Patrick, that’s Keshant!” and they turned around to stop him. 

Shahla, “Where are you going, Keshant?” 

Keshant, “To the new school!” 

Shahla, “But, do you know where the new school is?” 

Keshant, determinedly, “No, but I am going to school!” 

They took him back home where his mother was crying and told her what happened. He is now happily back at school.

We also celebrated Dushehra with them and it was great fun with games (musical chairs), dancing, and the burning of Ravana. The little girl’s dancing was adorable; the photos don’t do them justice, but we tried. 

On Friday, Tim & I gave a beginner’s class on photography. The children used cameras that have been donated by previous visitors and seemed to enjoy the class very much. Patrick and Shahla want us to do another class next time we visit. Stan Giles from Scotland was there teaching math and music. Altogether, it is a very busy time there and very productive. Even these photos (on the Picasa site) were out of date by the day of our last visit. We hope to go again for the dedication Puja with Vanamali Devi, but we’ll have to see if it is meant for us to go.

All in all, a treasured time once again in a city very dear to our hearts. Enjoy the photos! Direct Link:

http://picasaweb.google.com/IndiaYogi108/MotherMiracleSchool#
<http://picasaweb.google.com/IndiaYogi108/MotherMiracleSchool> . 

Namaste, Lisa

